Close Reading Worksheet: Reading for Power and Perspective
Text Title: The Black Panther Party Ten Point Program
Author/Speaker:  Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale
Date/Context of the Text: 1966, Oakland, California — during the rise of the Black Power Movement, in response to racism, poverty, and police violence in America.
Part 1: First Read 
Instructions: Read the text silently. As you read:
· Underline unfamiliar or powerful words.
· Circle phrases or sentences that stand out to you.
Reflection:
1. What words or phrases did you underline or circle? Why?  
I underlined “We want freedom” and “We want an immediate end to police brutality and murder of Black people.” Those lines touch me deep in my soul because they mirror headlines we still see today in Georgia and the United States of America. I also circled “We want an education that teaches us our true history and our role in present-day society.” As a young educated Black male and also a teacher, this line speaks to why I do what I do  as a history teacher, making sure students see themselves in the story of America.
2. What do you think the author is generally saying?   
Newton and Seale are saying that true freedom means self-determination — the right to control our lives, communities, and futures. They’re calling out a nation that preaches liberty but practices oppression, showing that Black liberation is the unfinished business of American democracy.
Part 2: Second Read 
Instructions: Re-read the text carefully. Answer the following:
3. What is the tone of the text (e.g., angry, hopeful, demanding, solemn)?  
The tone is both demanding and visionary. There’s righteous anger, but it’s not chaos; it’s controlled, intentional, and rooted in hope. The Panthers weren’t just complaining; they were organizing, teaching, and building community-based solutions.
4. Identify 2–3 words or phrases that connect to social studies concepts or ideas:
· Freedom → connects to civil rights, citizenship, and self-governance.
· Police brutality → connects to justice, law enforcement, and power dynamics.
· Education → connects to cultural identity and civic empowerment.


Part 3: Context and Perspective
7. Who is the intended audience of this text?   
Primarily, the Black community,  this was written to empower everyday people, not just scholars or politicians.  It also challenges white America and the government to confront their hypocrisy. The Panthers made their message public because they wanted accountability, not pity.
8. What do you think is the author’s main goal or message?  
Their goal is liberation ,  not only from physical oppression but from mental and economic bondage. The Ten Point Program demands equality and control over one’s destiny, showing that freedom is more than slogans; it’s having power over the conditions of your life.
9. What historical context (event, time period, issue) helps you better understand the message?  
Understanding this text requires looking at the late 1960s — after Malcolm X’s assassination and as many grew frustrated with slow Civil Rights progress. Poverty, job discrimination, housing segregation, and police violence created the perfect storm that birthed the Panthers. They were responding to systemic neglect and violence that law and politics had failed to fix.
10. Whose perspective is missing or left out of this text?  
The program centers Black struggle, so it doesn’t include perspectives from white allies or other minority groups,  but that omission is intentional. This document reclaims the right to speak for the Black community, which had been silenced for centuries.
✏️ Part 4: Critical Response Writing
Prompt:
Using evidence from the text below “What to Slave is the Fourth of July?”, explain how the author uses language to persuade the audience. What impact might this have had in its time, and why is it still important today?
Write your response here:
 The Ten Point Program uses direct, repetitive language to persuade every demand begins with “We want,” creating rhythm, unity, and power. That repetition acts like a chant it pulls people in, turning individual frustration into collective purpose. Newton and Seale also use words that everyone could understand, so the message is accessible to everyone, not just the college educated but those who were primary or secondary educated only.  This rhetorical choice reflects their belief that knowledge and power belong to the people.
In 1966, this document was revolutionary because it rejected waiting for justice it declared that freedom was a right, not a request by black Freedom is every human being no matter the color, sex, or religion. The Panthers weren’t just protesting; they were organizing food programs, health clinics, and schools that lived out these demands. As a 24-year-old Black teacher, I see their influence every day in how students question systems and demand truth. The Ten Point Program still matters because it challenges us to measure progress honestly and reminds us that justice is a living fight not a chapter in history.

Optional Challenge: Modern Rewrite
Rewrite a key section of the text in your own words as if it were posted on social media today (tweet, post, or story):
Same fight, new era. We still demand freedom, safety, and truth in our schools. Justice can’t wait. ✊🏾
#Hashtag(s):  #BlackPower #PantherLegacy #FreedomStillMatters

